'IRAQ,
confidence which could be placed in the undertaking of H.M.
Government to ensure the freedom of the coming elections. He
proceeded to point out that some of the British officers in the
employment of the High Commissioner were exercising undue
influence in favour of one of the candidates to the throne of
"Iraq. He inquired whether he should appeal to King George
or to the High Commissioner for their removal.
Mr. Landon replied that there might also be officers who
were known to be in favour of a local condidate, but that the
removal of one group would involve that of another. On a
whispered word of advice from the interpreter, Saiyid Talib
pursued the subject no farther. He went on to say that should
there be indications that the declared policy of the British
Government was not being carried out, the Amir ar-RabIea,
with 20,000 rifles and Shaikh Salim al-Khaiyun, with all his
tribesmen,, were ready to see it done. He added that the Naqib
would not hesitate to lodge complaints in India, Cairo,
Constantinople and Paris.1
On receiving what he believed to be a well-substantiated
report of Saiyid Talib's speech, the High Commissioner asked
the General Officer Commanding to arrange for Saiyid Talib's
removal. On the same day he was arrested by British soldiers
and, under military guard, was removed to Basra and from
there deported to Ceylon.2
The High Commissioner felt his drastic action to be necessary.
No man, particularly one so prominent, could be allowed to
call in question the sincerity of the promises of the British
Government or to threaten it with force. Even more imperative,
however, was the risk that the continued presence of Saiyid
1 See also Communique, April i8th, 1921; Admin. Report, 1920-1922, App 6,
also Baghdad Times, April i8th, 1921.
*The Times (London), April 23rd., 1921, published two versions of the
incident; (a) from Tehran, dated April 2Oth, inaccurate and garbled; (b) from
Allahabad, April 2Oth, based on the official communique. Daily Telegraph,
April asrd, also published the Allahabad version. Cf, statement, Coke, R.:
Heart of the Middle East, p. 230, that owing to censorship, the incident *was not
reported in the London Press until many months had elapsed*.
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